On Wings of Song

Felix Mendelssohn

209

F. X. Chwatal, Op. 139, No.1

1808- 1879

Franz Xaver Chwatal was a Bohemian composer and pianist who received his first instruction from
his father, an organ huilder; he appeared in public as a contcert pianist when eight years of age with
great success, and gradually built a reputation both as teacher and composer. His abilities also man-
ifested themselves along technical instruction lines; two of his piano methods are still used in many
institutions. Chwatal also possessed an extraordinary gift in the art of transcription; the number
presented here is his arrangement of Felix Mendelssohn's “On Wings of Song.”
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